
 

 

 

 

 

Dear Parents, 

 

Language Arts 

Fairy Tale Unit 

We will be exploring fairy tales.  We will read various versions of the same fairy 

tales and discuss their similarities and differences.  The children will brainstorm 

characteristics of fairy tale stories. In the near future, we will have a Fairy Tale 

Festival.  On April 16th, the children will share their favorite characters and stories 

and parade around the school dressed as their favorite characters. (I am sure they 

will fill you in on the details that afternoon.)  We will read “Jack and the 

Beanstalk”.  You won’t believe what will be growing in our classroom in the near 

future! 

 

We will continue to reinforce the letters, their sounds and how to write them 

correctly. 

 

Reading 

Please have your child read the book in his reading bag each night and return it the 

following day.  If you need additional time with a particular book, just let me 

know.  

 

Periodically, your child will have new sight words added to his word ring.  If your 

child has special words he uses often in his writing or wants to know the adult 

spelling, please feel free to add those words to your child’s word ring.  These are 

the frequently used sight words that are often difficult to sound out.  Encourage 

your child to read his books and review the words on the ring every night.  Thanks! 

 

Reading Workshop 

During Reading Workshop we are continuing to read our Just Right Books.  We are 

still practicing the different reading strategies we learned.  They include; pointing 

to words as we read them (and only reading the words that are there), matching the 

text with the illustrations, thinking about what the story is about and rereading 

when something does not make sense.  Although we are still getting our mouth 

ready with the first sound, we are now learning to read through the word (go past 

the first sound). Tapping out the words will help with this strategy. 

  

I will also remind them to use more than one strategy at a time when trying to 

figure out tricky words.  We often talk about how our young readers have “super 



reading powers”.  They now have many strategies to utilize. When they get stuck, 

they should go into their bag of tricks and use whatever strategies they can. 

 

During the month of April, we will continue to build upon those strategies while 

focusing on others.  We will continue to learn how to look at the illustrations and 

observe the facial expressions or body language of the characters.  This will help 

our young readers uncover how each character might be feeling and ultimately 

deepen their understanding of the text. 

 

Our young readers will also continue to explore non-fiction text.  Through this unit 

of study, students will learn about their world through various texts.  They will 

learn that readers can read for information and ask themselves questions to help 

better understand what they are reading.  They will also practice identifying the 

main idea and learn to retell using key detail. In addition, we will continue to 

discuss fact vs. fiction. 

 

   

Writing Workshop 

Our young writers are working hard to expand upon their thoughts using more 

detail.  We even learned how to spell b-e-c-a-u-s-e.  Incorporating this word in our 

writing has helped us to do this. We remember how to spell it by singing the letters 

of the word to the tune of The Mickey Mouse theme song.  

 

Periodically, I have been conferencing with each child.  During each conference 

we focus on one skill to enhance.  This helps meet the needs of each individual 

writer. 

 

Our class just completed learning how to write “How to” books. Our young writers  

learned they can teach someone “how to” do something through their writing!  

They also learned the importance of sequencing a story correctly and using precise 

words when writing.  These writing pieces will be sent home in the near future. 

 

We just began our unit on persuasive writing.  Our young writers are learning that 

they can express their opinions to an audience through speaking and writing.   

 

We will also spend time discussing how good writers always go back and reread 

their work several times!  We will be using the CLIPS sheet to make sure we edit 

our work properly.  They should focus on one or two reminders at a time as they 

reread.  Please refer to the checklist after your child has recorded his thoughts on 

paper.    

 

 



C-Capitals 

  L-Lowercase 

  I- Idea makes sense 

  P-Punctuation 

  S-Spacing 

 

Your young writers had the opportunity to share their writing pieces with their 

peers in whole group settings as well as small groups of two or three. 

 

Math 

We finished the chapter, “Numbers to 100”.  This included counting by 2’s, 5’s 

and 10’s.  We also focused on counting on and back. During this month we will 

spend time revisiting number facts to 10.  The children will learn about composing 

and decomposing numbers. 

 

Science 

We will actively continue to learn and discuss aspects of the season.  We are also 

learning about living things. 

 

As Earth Day approaches, our class will read and learn about ways in which to 

better care for our earth today and every day. 

 

Scholastic 

If you are planning to order, please send your check and order form back by 

Tuesday, April 9th. 

 

That is all for now.  I will keep you posted with any new updates.  Happy spring!   

 

      Sincerely, 

Mrs. Zimmerman 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


